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Spring to Titletown, U.S.A.
Wednesday-Friday • May 2–4
KI Convention Center, Green Bay, Wisconsin
http://wisconsin.apwa.net/EventDetails/13674
The 2018 APWA Wisconsin Chapter Fall
Conference is scheduled for May 2-4 at
the KI Convention Center at 333 Main
St. in downtown Green Bay. The conference is hosted by the City of Green
Bay Department of Public Works, led
by Steven Grenier, Director of Public
Works.

Meet the Gravedigger!

Gilbert “The Gravedigger”
Brown, nose tackle for the
Green Bay Packers, 1993-99,
2001-03.

Featured Events:
n Golf at Thornberry Creek at
Oneida

Our welcome speaker on Thursday,
May 3, will be retired Green Bay Packer
Gilbert Brown. Gilbert will give a motivational speech and storytelling, with
a Q&A session that includes topics of
respect and teamwork. After speaking,
he will be available for autographs for
15-30 minutes. Autographs are $25 on
personal items and items available for
purchase are 8X10 photos ($25 each),
11X14 photos ($30 each), Packers
mini-helmets ($50 each), replica footballs ($50/$60 each) and full-sized
helmets and jerseys ($125 each).

n Gilbert Brown, Motivational Conference Overview
Speaker
Along with all of the networking and
n Lambeau Field Tours
camaraderie that is a very important
n Young Professionals Meet & part of the APWA WI conferences, we
Greet, 1919 Kitchen & Tap will also offer a variety of technical
n Beer tasting at the
sessions. The draft of the program is
Titletown Brewery
1Page 4 (Fall Conference)

By Scott Solverson
Is It Spring Yet?
This morning,
while I was on
the treadmill, the
local weatherman
tried to convince
me that Spring would officially
begin in Wisconsin on Tuesday,
March 20, with the Vernal
Equinox. My response to that
was: “Yeah, right. Stick your
nose outside your studio, buddy,
and take a look around!”
For me, March is always the
cruelest month here on the frozen tundra. As much as we want
it to be Spring, Wisconsin’s winter just isn’t ready to give up yet.
Thank goodness our dedicated
public works crews will stick it
out—plowing, moving the snow,
salting, and making travel safe
for us all.
No, it won’t be spring for
a while here, but spring will
come. When, you ask? Well,
for me it won’t be Spring until
we hold the APWA-WI Spring
Conference. We are looking forward to another great Chapter
Spring conference May 2-4 in
Green Bay. The conference
committee is putting together
a great program for us all to
enjoy, including a golf outing on
honest-to-goodness green grass.
1Page 10 (President’s Comments)
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Wisconsin Transportation Revisited

very spring, issues about the
poor state of transportation
come to the fore. Last April, we
reported the ASCE’s “Report
Card” transportation score for
Wisconsin was “abysmal,” ranking
#49 in quality roads and #41 for
transportation. Of its 1,232 bridges,
8.7% are structurally deficient. Our
state has 115,372 miles of public
roads, with 27% in poor condition.
Drivers notice potholes and
the extra expense for vehicle maintenance due to rough roads, but the
situation is more serious than that.
In a recent interview with Craig
Thompson, executive director of
the Transportation Development
Association (TDA), I learned that
frustration has been building around
the state about poor roads for a
decade. The TDA campaign, “Just Fix
It,” appeals to legislators to pass a
funding plan to begin serious mitigation before disaster strikes. (See
pages 14-15 to see the critical status
of just a few roads and bridges.)

One happy development: The
Foxconn deal has attracted attention
to the poor condition of Wisconsin
roads. The “Milwaukee Journal
Sentinel” reports the state is shifting up to $90 million to finish I-94
reconstruction, which may delay
other road projects. https://bit.
ly/2uppEGZ With construction of
the new Foxconn plant to begin in
60 days, something must be done to
complete the final link of the I-94
North South leg in that area (which
began in 2008!).
This edition reports on the
state of our roads and bridges and
how they’re not only dangerous—
but damaging the state economy.
Wisconsin’s three economic pillars—agriculture, manufacturing, and
tourism—rely on the transportation
network to facilitate growth. The cost
of delaying maintenance and repair
can no longer be postponed.
Take a look at the statistics and
the toll in economic and human
terms.-

on the cover:
Banner images: Left: Ice fishing hut
(page 5). Center: I-94 continuing congestion during the Zoo Interchange Project
(page 3). Completion of this project and
I-45 reconstruction just north of the Zoo
has been delayed due to funding issues.
Right: The K1 Convention Center &
Hyatt Hotel in downtown Green Bay are
headquarters for the Spring Conference
(page 1).

A toll-free service for notification of
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before you dig!
Toll Free  . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-242-8511
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Online Requests . . diggershotline.com
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Expansion of I-94 east-west between the Marquette and Zoo Interchanges has been delayed, resulting in traffic
congestion and backups around Miller Park. This is one of many transportation projects that have been delayed.

F

Wisconsin Transportation in Crisis
By Nancy Cavanaugh, Wisconsin Chapter APWA Newsletter Editor

or almost a decade, the frustration level about
the deteriorating condition of roads and
bridges has been high. Around the state, the
roughness of roads is noticed. A year ago,
“U.S. News” reported that Wisconsin ranks #49
for quality roads and #41 for transportation.

Not much has changed. Today, it is estimated it
will take over $1 billion a year just to maintain the
transportation network—forget about modernizing. At
the rate the system is deteriorating, something has to
be done soon to mitigate our crumbling infrastructure.
1Page 12 (Wisconsin Transportation)

Save the Date!
2018 Summer Outing Scholarship Fund Raiser | Thursday, July 19
Christmas Mountain Village Golf Course | Wisconsin Dells
By Eric Dundee, Summer Outing Committee

The 8th Annual Wisconsin Chapter Summer
Outing is coming up soon! This year’s event
will be at the Christmas Mountain Village Golf
Course in Wisconsin Dells, Wis. (https://www.
christmasmountainvillage.com/golf-course/).
As a fundraiser, all money raised during the
event through sponsorships, donations and

outing games goes to the Wisconsin Chapter
Scholarship Fund. We welcome golfers of all
levels and sponsorships of any kind.
To sign up early for the event, go to: http://
wisconsin.apwa.net/EventDetails/14808, and
if you can’t make it, feel free to go online and
make a donation.3
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Spring Conference (Cont.’d from page 1)

Hole #15 at the Thornberry Creek at Oneida. Golf is scheduled for Wednesday morning (weather permitting).
available on the website. Up to seven personal
development hours will be available for the
conference. The conference will begin with a
welcome from City of Green Bay officials then a
talk from former Green Bay Packer Gilbert Brown.
There will be general sessions and 5 opportunities to
choose from a variety of topics. The technical sessions on Thursday will include topics regarding the
legal authority of obtaining right-of-way and
relocating businesses and residents; preventative
maintenance of pavements; green infrastructure;
erosion control—how to survive a notice of violation
and benefit from it; pavement design; traffic management for the 2017 Erin Hills golf tournament;
how to prepare for bidding in a strong economy;
Milwaukee Bucks arena update and a panel discussion of “What I wish I knew….” Friday will begin
with a general session on Adaptive Leadership and
Sustainability, followed by stormwater pond vegetation management and Milwaukee’s award winning
snow and ice control. The final presentation will be
on Ethics.
This conference has a few sports topics—a
perfect way to highlight how sports and public
works are great partners!
There will be plenty of time in the schedule
to meet with the vendors/exhibitors on
Thursday.

Golf
Golf at the Greenwood Hills Country Club kicks
off with a shotgun start at 9:30 a.m. The golf format
(scramble or stroke play) will be determined the day
of the event, depending on the number of participants. $75 per person includes 18 holes of golf and
use of a cart.

Get Acquainted Party
Meet your old friends and discover new ones at
the Wednesday evening Get Acquainted Party. This
year’s event will be conveniently held in the Hyatt
Regency Atrium attached to the KI Convention
Center. “Heavy” hors d’ouevres will be served.

Lodging Information
Reserve your room at the Hyatt Regency, attached
to the KI Convention Center, online at: https://
greenbay.regency.hyatt.com

Spouse/Guest Program
On Thursday, spouses and guests will be transported
to experience shopping on their own in both the
City of Green Bay’s Historic Downtown and the
City of De Pere’s Downtown, each starting with
a visit to well-known candy stores (Beerntsen’s
Candies and Seroogy’s).
Questions? Contact Emm Browne at (920)
448-3103 or emmabr@greenbaywi.gov.4
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Bill Glatz Jr. and Dan Doyle of Fahrner Asphalt with their harvest, and Aaron Jahnke, City of Portage,
wishing he caught one.

O

First Annual Ice Fishing Outing Bags 90 Fish
By Mary Dziewiontkoski, President Elect, Wisconsin Chapter

n Friday, February 16, about 20 hearty souls
attended the first annual ice fishing extravaganza in Sturgeon Bay, Wis. Guides from
Wacky Walley Guide Service out of Sandy
Beach resort took great care of us.
Many of the group were seasoned fisherman,
but a few were newbies, including myself. After a
review of fishing do’s and don’ts (like don’t hook
yourself or your neighbor), we were off to the fishing
shacks. It was a beautiful sunny day for fishing. See
the wonderful limousines that chauffeured us to our
shacks. The shacks were heated, even warm enough to
take a nap. The guides were very helpful, even moving
the shacks to where the fish were biting and moving
us to a shack where the group had already caught
their limit for the day.
Between Scott Solverson, Clark Wantoch and
me, “we” caught nine, but many of the group caught
their limit. Eric Dundee let his first and only catch
go back to the water (on purpose or not—you be the
judge). Many of the group stayed out until almost
dark and then went and had the fish cleaned. Nearly
1Page 6 (Ice Fishing)
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Eric Dundee and his only fish!
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Ice Fishing (Cont.’d from page 5)

Group getting advice on how to catch whitefish.

Group transportation.
90 fish were caught by the group.
Thank you to Nathan Wachtendonk from the
City of Green Bay for setting this up. It is sure to
become an annual event!.-

Top left: Mary proving she can catch fish.
Lower right: fish bag.
6
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Left to right: Jim Hessling, Kamron Nielson, Kami Hessling and Clark Wantoch along with the participants from
Longfellow Middle School of Wauwatosa. Not pictured is Mary Dziewiontkoski.

Best Waste Management Award Given at the 2018
Future City Competition

O

By Jim Hessling, Assistant Director of Public Works, Village of McFarland
Hessling. Chapter Director Mary Dziewiontkoski
was in charge of the judging for the competition.
Both Mary and Clark are past presidents of STEM
Forward, host of the Wisconsin Competition. This
was Kamron’s first year judging and she also helped
with reviewing the participants essays before the
actual competition.
Another aspect of the Future Cities teams are
the mentors that work with the students. Wisconsin
APWA member Mike Payne, City Engineer for the
City of Janesville, works as a mentor with Franklin
Middle School in Janesville. Mentors in a program
like this provide a valuable service to the students.
This in turn helps students gain the skills needed
to succeed. Some of these skills include solving
problems and situations, developing communication
skills, identifying goals to establish a sense of direction, and gaining practical experience with building
their models. Thank you, Mike, for your participation as a mentor. Remember these students will be
our future.-

n Saturday, January 21, more than
70 middle school teams from around
Wisconsin participated in the 2017 Future
City Wisconsin Regional Competition
held at the Milwaukee School of Engineering’s
Kern Center. This competition, sponsored by STEM
Forward and National Engineers Week, introduces
middle school students to engineering while they
create a city of the future. The students build a
to-scale model of their city using recycled materials
and gave a 5-to-7 minute presentation to a panel of
STEM professionals.
Our Chapter again sponsored the Best Waste
Management & Recycling Award, and this year it
went to “Pau’ole” of Longfellow Middle School of
Wauwatosa, Wis. Congratulations!
More than 150 volunteers donated their time
as judges throughout the competition to help select
the winner and a handful of additional volunteers
acted as mentors for teams. The volunteer judges for
the Best Waste Management Award were Kamron
Nielson, Clark Wantoch, Kami Hessling and Jim
7
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News From National

National Public Works Week
May 20-28, 2018

“

The Power of Public Works” theme for the 2018
National Public Works Week poster gives voice
to the impact the many facets of public works have
on modern civilization. From providing clean water
to disposing of solid waste, to building roads and
bridges or planning for and implementing mass
transit, to removing snow on roadways or devising
emergency management strategies to meet natural or
manmade disasters, public works services determine
a society’s quality of life.
This year’s poster honors the vital contribution
public works professionals make every day to communities all across North America, and it invites the
public to celebrate their quiet dedication and indispensable influence on our way of life.Poster: 20 X 30” | Member price: $13

Cancellation Policy Reminder
By James Hessling, Wisconsin Chapter Past President;
Asst. Director of Public Works, Village of McFarland
The Chapter previously adopted a cancellation policy.
The policy was developed to address cancellations that
occur at our events with minimal advance notice. The
Chapter loses money on refunds after a commitment
of meals and other expenses have been guaranteed to
the facility serving the event. The Chapter also loses
the cost of processing fees from electronic payment
transactions.
Cancellations must be made by the late registration date listed on the registration form for either the
paper or electronic versions. A full refund will be made
for any refund request received by close of that day.
A twenty-five dollar ($25) administrative fee
will be charged for all cancellations. No refunds are
given after the late registration date has passed.
Special circumstances will be decided on a case-by-case
basis, first by the host committee and then approved
by the Executive Committee. The host committee
must receive all special circumstance requests within
seven (7) days after the start of the event. All requests
received after this date will be denied. Individuals
requesting a refund are required to submit their
requests to the host committee and copy the treasurer
and must include their mailing address and to whom
the check should be written. All approved refund
requests will be issued after completion of the conference/event.8
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City of Wisconsin Rapids News

Freeze/Thaw Results in Additional Storm Sewer Maintenance

T

By Joseph Terry, P.E., Director of Public Works, City of Wisconsin Rapids

he City of Wisconsin Rapids periodic warm
weather and resulting runoff, followed by
cold snaps in late winter, resulted in over 50
storm sewer catch basin laterals plugged with
ice. City crews restored service quickly by utilizing a

boiler producing steam to break through the ice. 		
Annual boiler certification and staff safety training
is essential when operating boilers—especially when
staff may use the boiler only a few days a year.
Safety first!-

City of Wisconsin Rapids Wastewater Utility Lift Station
and River Crossing Project
By Joseph Terry, P.E., Director of Public Works, City of Wisconsin Rapids
conclusion that a replacement force main and lift
station was needed. The design and specifications
were engineered by Strand Associates. The pump
station project was awarded to Miron Construction
at a cost of $2,508,752. The force main will for the
most part be a directional boring project, awarded to
A-1 Excavating for $3,996,882. The project is being
funded from a clean water fund loan and will begin
1Page 10 (City of Wisconsin Rapids)

The City’s original wastewater treatment plant
was built on the west side of the Wisconsin River in
1939 and put online in 1940. It became a lift station
in 1969 when a replacement plant was built on the
east side of the river, and has been a lift station
serving the west side of the river ever since.
 	 Age, maintenance costs, and concern about
the condition of the force main piping resulted in
the City conducting a feasibility study and the
9
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Education & Scholarship Committee
Student Scholarship Opportunities

P

By Aaron Jahncke, Education Scholarship Chair, Director of Public Works/City Engineer,
City of Portage

ublic Works Directors and Engineers this is
the time of year when your Public Works and
Engineering Departments are hiring summer
interns. Take a look at the resumes of your top
candidates to see if any of the students you are hiring
are eligible to apply for scholarships at the end of the
summer. The students must be junior or senior in
standing enrolled in full time in an accredited bachelor’s degree program or a second year student in an
accredited associate’s degree program and maintain at
least a 3.0 average on 4.0 GPA scale. The students also
must receive a letter of recommendation/sponsorship
from an active APWA member.

The majors could include civil or environmental
engineering, public administration, public works
management, diesel and heavy equipment management, GIS, or surveying. Four year degree candidates are eligible for $1000 scholarship and two year
degree candidates are eligible for $500 scholarship.
Applications are due August 16, 2018 and for the first
time we are accepting email applications.
The application and additional details can be
found at http://wisconsin.apwa.net/PageDetails/7478.
Contact Aaron Jahncke with any additional
questions at aaron.jahncke@portagewi.gov or
(608) 742-2176 ext.325.-

City of Wisconsin Rapids (Cont.’d from page 9)
in May.
The only item from the 1940 photo (left)
remaining today is the screen room building. In
addition to screening and pumping all of the wastewater generated on the west side of the river to the
treatment plant on the east side of the river, the
City’s sign shop staff have been using the office
space for decades for sign making and road painting
supplies and equipment. The sign shop will likely
be relocated once the project is complete. The new
lift station will be located where the original flocculation tanks were.
The project is expected to be completed in
2018.President’s Comments (Cont.’d from page1)
will look forward to the great APWA events in
store for us this year.
Many thanks to all of our members who
serve the public as public works professionals
day in and day out. You all create the quality of
life we enjoy here in Wisconsin every day and
make winter travel safe—not always fun, but
certainly tolerable, until we can all enjoy the
warm sun again! Be proud, and think warm
thoughts!-

That thought alone will get me through the rest of
winter.
After the Spring Conference we can all look forward to National Public Works Week, May 20-26,
a fun summer outing July 19, PWX August 26-29
in Kansas City, Mis. an exciting Snow Plow Roadeo
in September in Green Bay. We will finish the
year strong with a great fall conference October
31-November 2 in Sturgeon Bay. I refuse to think
beyond November—the snow will fly again—but I
10
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Spring Public Works Classes Offered
by UW-Madison

T

By Steve Pudloski, Program Director, UW-Madison, Engineering Professional Development

hese five public works
supervision and management
classes will provide you
and your organization an
opportunity to:
n Build a more effective management team
n Enhance supervision skills and
management practices
n Prepare staff to grow and take on
new responsibilities
These classes lead to two public
works certificates offered in cooperation with the Wisconsin Chapter of
APWA: the Public Works Supervisory
Academy (PWSA) certificate, composed of nine, one-day classes (54
class hours in total) and the Public
Works Management Institute (PWMI)
certificate, composed of 15 classes (90
class hours in total), including the
nine courses in PWSA, plus an additional 36 class hours in five courses
that focus on more advanced management-oriented courses.
The PWMI certificate is recognized by National APWA as meeting
certain requirements for Leadership
Excellence in Public Works. For
more information, visit https://
www.apwa.net.
You may enroll in individual
classes without enrolling in the
Academy or Institute. Academy and
Institute classes may be taken in any
order. No academic experience is
required to participate in either
program. Every class is offered at
least once each year.

Improving Communication
Skills
April 11, 2018
Location: UW-Fond du Lac
Instructor: Al Guyant
Learn how to identify communication issues and their impact; how to
conduct effective meetings; and write
basic business memos, work orders,
email messages, and reports. (PWSA)

Citizen/Customer Service
April 25, 2018
Location: Madison
Instructor: Jeffrey L. Russell
Learn how to listen and respond
in order to provide better customer
service and reduce unrealistic expectations. Learn effective ways to lead
angry citizens away from confrontation toward cooperation. (PWSA)

Budgeting for Public Works
May 9, 2018
Location: UW-Fond du Lac
Instructor: Michael Daun
Learn to prepare and analyze an
operating budget and explore several
alternatives budget formats and their
respective strengths and weaknesses. Review capital fund budgeting,
including asset leasing and purchasing pools. (PWMI)

Fundamentals of Public
Works Operations
May 16 and May 25, 2018
Location: Madison
Instructors: Carl Weber & Steve
Pudloski
Focus on managing the range
of services in a public works
11

department, including current
operational issues. The course textbook is the APWA blue book Public
Works Administration, included in
the registration fee. (PWMI)

Management Assessment
June 6, 2018
Location: Pyle Center
Instructor: Robbi Dreifuerst
Learn how your own style compares
with other managers’ and your
agency goals. Discover strategies to
build on your identified strengths
and addresss limitations. Register by
May 30 to complete a self-assessment
before class. (PWSA)

Leadership for Supervisors
August 29, 2018 in Madison

Nuts & Bolts of Personnel
September 12, 2018 in Madison

Advanced Communication
Skills
September 26, 2018 in Fond du Lac

APWA Scholarships:
Registration fee for each one-day
public works class is $150. APWA
Chapter members are eligible for
tuition reimbursements.
For more information about
reimbursement, visit http://wisconsin.
apwa.net/PageDetails/7478
To learn more or to register
online, visit: http://epd.wisc.edu/
public-works-certificate
For more information contact: Steve
Pudloski, (608) 262-8707, email:
pudloski@wisc.edu.-.
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Wisconsin Transportation in Crisis (Cont.’d from page 3)

Transportation by the Numbers
TRIP, a Washington, D.C.-based non-project organization that studies surface transporation issues,
has released an in-depth report on current conditions in Wisconsin. Following are some key factors
affecting the Wisconsin transportation system.

#1 – Deficient Roads

#2 – Cost Per Driver

There are 4.2 million licensed drivers in the state
who collectively pay a “hidden” tax of $6 billion
annually because of substandard roads.

Bad roads cause mounting costs in the form of extra
vehicle operating costs, lost time and fuel while stuck
in traffic jams, and the financial cost of crashes.

#3 – Traffic Fatalities
Traffic engineers generally cite three factors
associated with fatal vehicle crashes—driver
behavior, vehicle characteristics and roadway
features. It is estimated that roadway features are
likely a contributing factor in approximately onethird of fatal traffic crashes. Highway improvements
can reduce traffic fatalities and crashes while
improving traffic flow to help relieve congestion.

12
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#4 – Wisconsin Rural Roads are Twice as
Deadly as All Others

#5 – 42% of Wisconsin Roads are in Mediocre
to Poor Condition

The most dangerous roads in Wisconsin in terms
of fatalities are rural two-lane roads that are less
forgiving to motorists because they have narrow or
no shoulders, dangerous hills and curves, and short
clearance space for vehicles that leave the roadway.

Statewide, 42% of Wisconsin’s major local- and state
maintained roads and highways are in mediocre to poor
condition, meaning they are showing significant signs
of deterioration such as rutting, cracks and potholes.
In some cases, poor roads can be resurfaced, but often
are too deteriorated and must be reconstructed. In the
state’s two largest cities, 68% of major roads in Madison
are in mediocre to poor condition, while 56% of roads
in Milwaukee are in mediocre to poor condition.

#6 – 14% of Bridges are in Need of Repair or
Modernization
Each day in Wisconsin, there are millions of crossings on bridges classified as either structurally deficient or functionally obsolete. These classifications
do not imply the bridges are unsafe, but it does
mean these bridges need to be inspected, monitored, maintained, and eventually replaced.

#7 – Annual Cost to Drive Compared to Our
Neighbors
Many of the nation’s interstates are over 50 years
old. Since 2012, 23 states have passed legislation with
recurring state transportation funding; 16 passing user
fee increases.

1 Page 15 (Wisconsin Transportation in Crisis)
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Transportation Gallery of Shame
Check out these photographs of the poor state of Wisconsin roads and bridges. You can find these
dangerous conditions everywhere—rural and urban, back roads and highways. All are examples of
disasters waiting to happen.

Highway X, Waukesha County.

State Highway 63, City of Cumberland.

Highway O, Pierce County.

Farwell & Eau Claire, City of Eau Claire.
14
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County Road V, Lake Mills.

River Road, Wisconsin Dells.

County Road M, Fenwood Creek.

Cloverdale Road, Town of Longwood.

306 E. Howard, City of Portage.
Wisconsin Transportation in Crisis (Cont.’d from page 13)

#8 – Hours Lost to Congestion

#9 – 1.4 Million Jobs

For the average driver, traffic
congestion amounts to lost hours—
36 hours each year in the Madison
area and 38 hours each year in
Milwaukee region. The annual cost
to the average driver is $911 in Madison and $987
in Milwaukee.

Wisconsin is a national leader in
manufacturing,agriculture and tourism,
all industries reliant on a safe, efficient
transportation system. These industries,
plus retail sales and other transportation-dependent
industries, account for almost 1.4 million jobs in
Wisconsin, with $54.8 billion in wages.15
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2018 C ALENDAR
May			
2-4

Spring Conference

Green Bay, WI

6-9

North American Snow Conference

Indianapolis, IN

20-26

National Public Works Week

July			
19
Scholarship Fundraiser
		

Christmas Mountain Village Golf Course
Wisconsin Dells, WI

August			
26-29

2018 PWX

Kansas City, MO

28		

Chapter Dinner

Kansas City, MO

September			
TBD		

Snow Plow Roadeo

Green Bay, WI

TBD		

Winter Maintenance Supervisor Certification

Nathan Wachtendonk

November			
10/31-11/2

Fall Conference

Sturgeon Bay, WI

Please refer to the http://wisconsin.apwa.net website for more detailed program and registration information.

