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Wisconsin Chapter

By Mary 
Dziewiontkoski

Spring Conference | Future Cities | Wisconsin Rapids | Public Works Week | National News 

Welcome to 
almost Spring! 
I’m sure many 
departments 

of public works have been 
overwhelmed with the 
record-breaking snowfall 
and cold temperatures this 
season. In the last week of 
January in Milwaukee, the 
City offices were closed on 
Monday for snow and again 
on Wednesday for the cold. 
But the essential workers were 
still hard at work every day! 
In my 35 years, we have never 
had two days closed in the 
same week.
 March 20, the first day of 
Spring—which is great for 
nice weather and Brewers 
baseball— is now time for 
the public works departments 
around the state to clean all 
the sewer drains that will 
clog from the melting snow 
and fill all the potholes that 
have accumulated during our 
winter freeze-thaw cycles. The 
workers behind the scenes are 
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Don’t Miss the 2019 Spring Conference
Wednesday-Friday, May 8-10 

Best Western Premier Waterfront Hotel & Convention 
Center | Oshkosh, Wisconsin 

http://wisconsin.apwa.net/EventDetails/17165

By Bob Givens, Wisconsin Chapter President Elect; 
Senior Project Manager, OMMNI Associates

        Featured Events:
    n  Golf at the Oshkosh Country Club
    n  Fox River Cruise (PDHs available)
    n  EAA Flight Simulator and Museum Tours
    n  Escape Oshkosh Young Professional Event
    n  Awards Banquet

 The 2019 APWA Wisconsin Chapter Spring Conference is  
scheduled for May 8-10 at the Best Western Premier Waterfront  
Hotel and Convention Center in Downtown Oshkosh. The  
conference is being co-hosted by the City of Oshkosh Public  
Works Department, led by James Rabe, Director of Public  
Works, and by OMNNI Associates, Inc., led by Bob Givens,  
APWA-Wisconsin President Elect. 

http://wisconsin.apwa.net/EventDetails/17165
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In This Issue

A toll-free service for notification of 
your intention to perform exca va tion or 
demolition work. Call three work days 
before you dig!

Toll Free . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-242-8511

In Wisconsin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 811

Online Requests . diggershotline.com

on the cover:
Banner images: Left: The Wisconsin 
Chapter sponsored the Best Waste 
Management Award at this year’s Future 
Cities competition (page 5). Center: 
Meeting room at the Best Western 
Premier Waterfront Hotel in Osh- 
kosh, site of the Spring Conference  
(page 1). Right: The North American 
Snow Conference is set for May 19-22  
in Salt Lake City, Utah (page 15).

What’s Up This Spring? More Than Just the Temperature!

Spring Conference  |  Future Cities  |  Wisconsin Rapids  |  Public Works Week  |  National News

Special Features

 Spring Conference ........................1

  Ice Fishing Outing Recap .............3

 Future Cities Sponsorship ............5

 Curling at its Best .........................9 

 PWSA/PWMI Classes ...................10

 Sidney Cleenstreet ......................12

 News from National 

    National Public Works ............11

    Week

    New eLearning Courses ..........14

    North American Snow  ...........15

     Conference

Community News

 City of Wisconsin Rapids 

   “Memo” to Fleet Services ..........7 

    Plowing Operations ..................9 

 City of Milwaukee ......................13

Committee Reports

 Membership Services  ...................8 

 Education & Scholarship ............12 

Coming Events .................... Back page

H
ave you ever noticed how 
often people living in the 
Upper Midwest talk about 
the weather? I have clients 

on both coasts and have witnessed 
their surprise and confusion when  
I open a conversation with a  
comment about the weather. 
 But after the winter we just 
had, I make no apology to any-
one because everybody has a story 
about snowstorms and subzero 
conditions. For example, Joe 
Terry, Director of Public Works, 
City of Wisconsin Rapids, has  
tales about how he managed 
plowing operations (pages 7, 9).
 During February, several hardy 
Chapter members braved the cold 
to ice fish on Lake Michigan off 
Sturgeon Bay (page 3). More  

stories—this time “fishy” ones.
 And now that Spring is here, 
it’s time to register for the Spring 
Conference in Oshkosh to create 
more memories (page 1). Network 
with other members, attend work-
shops, and enjoy golfing and local 
attractions like the Experimental 
Aircraft Association Museum at 
the get-acquainted party.
 There’s even more for those 
who want to stay current on new 
ideas and technologies. Check out 
the Spring PWSA/PWMI classes 
(page 10), then browse National’s 
website to learn about the latest 
eLearning courses (page 14).
 And don’t forget the North 
American Snow Conference  
in Salt Lake City (page 15). It 
promises to be huge.-

http://diggershotline.com
mailto:breents@msa-ps.com
mailto:breents@msa.ps.com
mailto:mmaederer@browndeerwi.org
mailto:mmaeder@browndeerwi.org
mailto:nancy@cavanaughinteractive.biz
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sitting on the ice. Our guides got our UTV’s stuck 
multiple times along the way and it was a group 
effort by all of us to help push them out.
 Despite the troubles getting to our ice shacks,  
we all enjoyed our time fishing as we managed to 
catch a total of 22 whitefish this year. Thanks  
goes out to Nathan Wachtendonk for planning 
another great ice fishing event. Stay tuned for  
details on another fishing outing next year.-

Spring Conference  |  Future Cities  |  Wisconsin Rapids  |  Public Works Week  |  National News October 2017
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Second Annual APWA-Wisconsin Fishing Outing a Success
By Brad Reents, Co-Chair, Membership Services; MSA Professional Services, Inc.

April 2019

Left to Right: Bryan Nevala, Fahrner Asphalt; Dan Doyle, Fahrner Asphalt; Randy Herwig, MSA;  

Brad Reents, MSA; Jake Brunoehler, ADS Pipe; Paul Woodard, City of Janesville; Stephen Kornacki,  

Safe Step; Tony Fietzer, City of Green Bay; Nathan Wachtendonk, City of Green Bay.
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On Thursday, February 14, a group of  
APWA-Wisconsin “die-hard” fishermen set out for a 
day of whitefish ice fishing on Lake Michigan with 
Wacky Walley Guide Service out of Sand Bay Beach 
Resort in Sturgeon Bay. It was a cold day with winds 
in excess of 20 mph and wind chills below zero.
 Our ice shacks were a few miles from shore and 
the trip out to them proved to be very interesting 
given the amount of snow and a wet layer of slush 
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Spring Conference (Cont.’d from page 1)

 The conference program follows the standard 
Spring Conference format, with a Wednesday golf 
outing, an on-water technical tour, and an evening 
get acquainted party. Conference sessions, expo-
sition, and an evening awards banquet follow on 
Thursday with conference sessions Friday morning 
followed by lunch and door prizes. 
 We will kick off the mornings with  
oustanding speakers from the Experimental  
Aircraft Association on Thursday and the Wisconsin 
League of Municipalities on Friday. This will be 
followed by a strong lineup of technical sessions 
ranging from emergency response to autonomous 
vehicles to railroad transload facilities. On both days, 
we’ll highlight some very interesting City of Oshkosh 
projects. As usual, we’ll close out the conference with 
an ethics training session, but we’re going to look at 
it from a slightly different perspective, ethical safety.
 We are also very excited to welcome current 
APWA President Dave Lawry—a very familiar face  
to many of you!

Expo
Our expo includes eight exhibitor sessions to show 
off their latest products and services. If you can’t 
make the whole conference, consider stopping by  
for the expo from 10:15 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Thursday,  
May 9, 2019 for $50, lunch included.

 The Spring Conference will accommodate up to 
60 exhibitors. You can still register for your booth  
on the conference website. Register now! The spots 
are going fast. Contact Randy Herwig at rherwig@ 
msa-ps.com or (608) 242-6657 for booth selection 
and additional information. 

Lodging
Rooms are still available at the Best Western Premier 
Waterfront, which is connected to the conference 
center. To reserve your room, call (920) 230-1900 or 
(855) 230-1900 and mention the Wisconsin Chapter 
of the American Public Works Association to get our 
special rate. A link to the hotel is also available on 
the conference website. 

Golf Outing
The shotgun start begins at 9:30 a.m. on  
Wednesday at the Oshkosh Country Club  
situated next to Lake Winnebago, not too far  
from EAA. Our scramble format will be the perfect 
way to enjoy this historic course which has been 
open since 1899. $80 per person gets you 18 holes 
with cart at this championship course as well as  
box lunch and the turn. RSVP by April 30.

The bar/restaurant at the Best Western Premier Waterfront Hotel in Oshkosh.

1Page 6 (Spring Conference)
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Best Waste Management Award Given at the 2019  
Future City Competition

By Mary Dziewlontkoski, Wisconsin Chapter President; Project Manager, Public Works, City of Milwaukee

STEM Forward is an organization 
in the Milwaukee area that organiz-
es programs, events and activities to 
inspire local youth to pursue STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Math) careers and provide a 
pipeline of talent to businesses in 
southeastern Wisconsin. They also 
establish partnerships with STEM 
employers and educators. 
 One of their programs is the 
Future City Competition. The  
competition has been in the  
Milwaukee area for nearly 25 years. 
This is a national competition 
where teams of middle school stu-
dents design a city using SIM-City 
software, write an essay, construct 
a model and do a presentation to a 
panel of judges. This year over 50 
schools in Wisconsin competed at 
the regional event in late January. 
The winner of our regional event 

Left to right: Clark Wantoch, Kamron Nash, the 4 middle school students, Kami Hessling and Jim Hessling.

goes on to compete in Washing-
ton DC during National Engineers 
Week. The theme this year was 
“Powering Our Future.” 
 Our Chapter is a sponsor of the 

event and also presents the  
“Best Waste Management and  
Recycling Facilities” award. The 
model/school chosen was Forest 
Park Middle School from Franklin.-

Mary Dziewiontkoski points out our Chapter sponsorshop at Future City.
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Technical Tour
This year’s technical two-hour tour will be a cruise  
up the Fox River through the City of Oshkosh,  
highlighting the many waterfront developments  
that have transformed the City’s waterfront, and 
including stops at project sites to tour key features. 
Our cruise ship for this tour will be provided by  
On the Loos Cruises, on their double-deck paddle 
boat with a 39-passenger capacity. Cost for the  
tour is $50, including 2.0 PDHs, but doesn’t  
include lunch.

Get Acquainted Party
Meet your old friends and meet new ones at the 
Wednesday evening Get Acquainted Party! This 
year’s event will be held at the Experimental Aircraft 
Association (EAA) Museum and a shuttle will be 
available from the convention center starting at  
5:30 p.m. Enjoy the historic aircraft in the museum, 
flight simulators, great food and great friends all in a 
fun, relaxing environment! 

Conference app
We are excited to be using the Whova mobile app 
for this conference based on its great success at last 
year’s fall conference. All the conference information 

is available through it, saving the cost and waste of 
printed conference programs. Whova provides  
automatic conference updates with the conference 
program and speaker information for your access. 
Setup assistance will be available at the conference 
check-in desk.
 Questions? Contact Bob Givens, at (920)  
830-6171 or bob.givens@omnni.com.-

Spring Conference  |  Future Cities  |  Wisconsin Rapids  |  Public Works Week  |  National NewsOctober 2017
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Spring Conference (Cont.’d from page 4)

The Oshkosh Country Club Golf Course is the location for the Spring Conference Golf Outing.

A tour of the Experimental Aircraft Association (EAA) 
Museum is part of Wednesday afternoon’s  

Get Acquainted Party.

mailto:bob.givens@omnni.com
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City of Wisconsin Rapids News

“Memo to Fleet Services Drivers”
From Joe Terry, Director of Public Works 

Re: Reserve Equipment

Editor’s Note: The following is an actual memo  
sent to Fleet Services drivers along with this photo.  
This shows how one director of public works tried to  
add some humor into snow removal operations in his  
community. See more Wisconsin Rapids news on page 9.

Budgets are tight, our snow removal equipment 
seems to get broken on a regular basis, and our 
mechanics are fantastic but cannot perform miracles. 
In order for the City to maintain its fleet and for us 
to keep working when our front-line snow plows are 

broken down, I have worked with sources to acquire 
some backup equipment within budget. 
 As a reminder of a time when men were men, the 
next time one of you plow jockeys decides to “just 
send it” and smokes a wing or blows a transmission, 
you’ll be assigned the new “Red Alley Special” for 
the remainder of the week. Please note it is equipped 
with air conditioning and a Mr. Turbo performance 
kit so watch it climbing a hill in road gear because 
she can get out of hand in a hurry.
  That is all. Carry on.-

The “Red Alley Special.”
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News From National

September 

Steven G. Bilkey City of Omro
Joseph Corpenter  City of Omro
Dan Frawley Visu-Sewer Inc.
Richard Hough, II  Walworth County
Bart P. Nies, P.E. Delta 3
Drew Setzer Visu-Sewer Inc.
Timothy James Weyker City of Mequon

Membership Report
By Stephen Kornacki and Brad Reents, Membership Services Co-ChairThe APWA Wisconsin Chapter membership is strong 

and active. Our membership has remained consistent 
over the last 12 months with a membership total of 753 
members as of March 1, 2019. Please take a moment to 
review the names of over 50 new members who have 
joined our Chapter recently and if you see them at an 
upcoming conference, be sure to welcome them.
 Despite our great membership numbers, our  
committee needs your help to grow our Chapter. 
Please ask yourself and your organization who you can 
introduce to APWA. Adding new members, especially 
those who are new to their career, is essential to the 
future success of this Chapter. Our committee is happy 
to connect you and others with those at APWA National 
to add new members.

December 

Parviz Boroumand Exp US Services
Daniel P. Erickson City of Brookfield
Michael Mroz City of Hudson
Robert Wielgos R.A. Smith, Inc.

October 

Jake Arndt  Village of Grafton
Eric Euteneier City of West Allis
David Feckner Village of Hartland
Randy L. Franks  City of Watertown
Luke Kazmer Marquette University

November 

Anjali Busch Wis. Chapter-Student Group
Daniel Cary City of Racine
Keegan Flynn Wis. Chapter-Student Group
Brooke Forseth Wis. Chapter-Student Group
Carolynn Gellings Waukesha County
Hans Guderyun Waukesha County
Thomas Lehnherr Wis. Chapter-Student Group
Kate Meagher Wis. Chapter-Student Group
Zack Rabas Wis. Chapter-Student Group
Greg Radtke City of Neenah
Mary Sizemore Wis. Chapter-Student Group
Riston Smith Wis. Chapter-Student Group
Grant Tullar Wis. Chapter-Student Group
Jacob Witt Wis. Chapter-Student Group

 I apologize in advance for any omissions or incorrect information; please notify me at breents@ 
msa-ps.com to make corrections.- 

Thomas Zembruski Waukesha County

 In addition to growing membership, our committee 
is supportive of initiatives to get new members involved 
and recognize the importance of networking with their 
peers. For this reason, we highly encourage you to 
attend any APWA-endorsed event(s) and join one of 
our many committees. If you or any of your colleagues 
are interested in getting involved, check out our list of 
committees on our website at http://wisconsin.apwa.
net. Join a committee today!
 If you have any questions for our Membership 
Committee, please reach out to Brad Reents at  
breents@msa-ps.com or Stephen Kornacki at  
stephen@notrippin.com.
 Thanks again for your support of APWA-
Wisconsin.-

January 

Thomas Conto City of Fond du Lac
Tyler D. Gates Baxter & Woodman
Justin Gierach City of Oshkosh
Daniel L. Goeden Milwaukee City Fleet Mgmt.
Claudia Guy City of Fitchburg
Michele McGreal Insituform Technologies LLC
James E. Rabe City of Oshkosh
Tom Schuh Monroe Truck Equipment
David T. Strelcheck Town of Ledgeview
Kent S. Taylor Village of Little Chute
Nathan Wilkinson Village of Pleasant Prairie

February 

Patrick E. Hawley R.A. Smith, Inc.
Will Hein
Joseph William Hintz Town of Cedarburg
Doug Kath City of Janesville
Kevin John Kent Milwaukee County
Sean Patrick Moore Milwaukee County
Phillip Roberts OMNNI Associates Inc.
David G.A. Schofield Short Elliott Hendrickson
Jason Stout City of Janesville

http://wisconsin.apwa.net
mailto:breents@msa-ps.com
mailto:stephen@notrippin.com
mailto:breents@msa-ps.com
mailto:breents@msa-ps.com
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After a budget punishing winter season, staff 
is busy clearing snow and ice to the curb to aid in 
opening catch basins. In most areas, a tractor back-
hoe is used, but along parks and other City-owned 
property, the big snow blower followed by a small 

plow truck is very efficient. Veteran City employees 
Jay Bemke and John Scheurman operate the blower 
and truck plow, making quick work of the snow in 
the area pictured.-

— Joseph Terry, P.E., Director of Public Works

City of Wisconsin Rapids News

Young Professional Curling at its Best
By James Hessling, Assistant Director of Public Works, Village of McFarland 

 On Friday, February 18th, 16 individuals tried 
their hand at curling at the Madison Curling Club. 
The Chapter’s Young Professionals group hosted this 
event. A generous donation from Hank Weiland of 
Lakeside International and Rachel Lang of Corrective 
Asphalt Materials helped to support this event. 
Thank you Hank and Rachel! The event started  
off with tasty lasagna lunch and included a brief 
business meeting. 
 Once on the ice, the future curlers were given 
instruction on the way to curl. For those of you who 
don’t know what curling is, it is a sport in which a 
team of four players throw (slide) two granite stones, 
about 40 pounds each, on a sheet of ice towards a 
target area which is segmented into four concentric 
circles. The team captain, called a skip, will instruct 
you on where your stone should end up. As the 
stone leaves the curlers hand, it is given a very slight 

twist, which in turn makes the stone spin very  
slowly, which is the curl. As the stone travels down 
the ice, it “curls” into place, hopefully the place that 
you wanted it to go. As the stone is sliding down  
the ice, it might need help in the form of sweeping 
from your teammates. Sweeping takes place in front 
of the stone as it travels to the other end. Sweeping 
helps to keep the stone moving farther and some-
times with the curl. The two teams playing against 
one another take turns throwing the stones until  
all 16 stones are played. The team with the stone(s)  
closest to the center of the circle get the points. 
 With the help of a couple of club members  
and that of Randy Herwig and DeeDee Hessling,  
the event was a success. If you are looking for other 
Chapter events like this, check out the Chapter  
calendar at http://wisconsin.apwa.net/PageDetails/ 
10777-

http://wisconsin.apwa.net/PageDetails/10777
http://wisconsin.apwa.net/PageDetails/10777
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These six public works  
super vision and management 
classes will provide you  

and your organization an oppor- 
tunity to:
n Build a more effective manage-

ment team
n Enhance supervision skills and  

management practices
n Prepare staff to grow and take on 

new responsibilities  
 These classes lead to two public 
works certificates offered in coopera-
tion with the Wisconsin Chapter of 
APWA: the Public Works Supervisory 
Academy (PWSA) certificate, com-
posed of nine, one-day classes (54 
class hours in total) and the Public 
Works Management Institute (PWMI) 
certificate, composed of 15 classes (90 
class hours in total), including the 
nine courses in PWSA, plus an addi-
tional 36 class hours in five courses 
that focus on more advanced man-
agement-oriented courses.
 The PWMI certificate is recog-
nized by National APWA as meeting 
certain requirements for Leadership  
Excel lence in Public Works. For  
more infor ma tion, visit http:// 
wisconsin.apwa.net/PageDetails/7480
 You may enroll in indivi dual 
classes without enrolling in the 
Academy or Institute. Academy and 
Institute classes may be taken in any 
order. No academic experience is 
required to participate in either  
program. Every class is offered at  
least once each year.

Citizen/Customer Service 
April 17, 2019  
Location: UW-Fond du Lac

Instructor: Jeffrey L. Russell 

Learn how to listen and respond  
in order to provide better customer 
service and reduce unrealistic  
expectations. Learn effective ways 
to lead angry citizens away from 
confrontation toward cooperation. 
(PWSA).

Management Assessment 
April 23, 2019  
Location: Pyle Center

Instructors: Avrie Schott 

Learn how your own style compares 
with other managers’ and your 
agency goals. Discover strategies to 
build on your identified strengths 
and address limitations. Register by 
May 30 to complete a self-assessment 
before class. (PWSA).

Fundamentals of Public 
Works Operations 
April 24 and May 1, 2019  
Location: UW-Fond du Lac

Instructors: Carl Weber & Steve 
Pudloski

Focus on managing the range of  
services in a public works depart-
ment, including current operational 
issues. On May 1 each student will 
make a short presentation and lead  
a discussion on a topic of their 
choice (PWMI).

Labor and Employee 
Relations 
May 15, 2019  
Location: Madison Water Works

Instructors: Kristin Gebhardt 

Review the legal basis for public 
sector labor relations with a focus 
on Act 10. Examine the elements of 
a labor contract and its administra-
tion, including grievance, negotia-
tion, employee development, and 
discipline. (PWMI).

Budgeting for Public Works 
May 29, 2019  
Location: Madison Water Works

Instructor: Michael Daun 

Learn to prepare and analyze an 
operating budget and explore several 
alternative budget formats and their 
respective strengths and weaknesses. 
Review capital funding budgeting, 
including asset leasing and purchas-
ing pools. (PWMI)

Basic Management for  
Public Works Supervisors 
June 5, 2019  
Location: Madison Water  
Works 
Instructor: Steve Pudloski 
Learn the basic management  
tasks and common service delivery  
methods in public works. Review 
common work planning systems  
and how to better plan your own 
time. (PWSA)  

Spring Public Works Classes Offered  
by UW-Madison

By Steve Pudloski, Program Director, UW-Madison, Engineering Professional Development

1Page 12 (PWSA-PWMI)
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APWA is proud to announce “It Starts 
Here” as the theme for the 2019 

National Public Works Week. This theme rep-
resents the many facets of modern civilization 
that grow out of the efforts put forth by the pub-
lic works professionals across North America.
 What starts here? Infrastructure starts with  
public works…Growth and innovation start with 
public works…Mobility starts with public works…
Security starts with public works…Healthy  
communities start with public works…The  
bottom line is that citizens” quality of life starts  
with public works.
 To order, visit https://www.apwa.net/Store/
detail.aspx?id=PSTR19
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Poster size: 20 X 30”

Poster

This year’s exciting poster embraces a game board 
concept that puts into perspective the many respon-
sibilities public works professionals take on to build, 
maintain, and support the infrastructure that helps 
our communities thrive. We invite those in public 
works as well as the general public to celebrate these 
efforts and the indispensable influence they have on 
our everyday life.
 Purchase your 2019 National Public Works Week 
poster from the APWA Store.

 Member Price: $13.00
 Non-Member Price: $16.00

About the Artist

Sam Ward knew from a very early age that he was to 
be an artist. He grew up studying art under his fine 
artist father, and went on to graduate with honors 
from the Ringling College of Art and Design. 
He has developed two distinct styles seemingly at 
opposite ends of the artistic spectrum. His colorful, 
kinetic commercial images, mostly focusing on the 
youth market, have appeared worldwide.

 His clients include Hasbro, Fisher-Price, 
Scholastic, Disney, Mattel, 6-Flags, McDonalds, 
Major League Baseball, USA TODAY, Apple, 
National Geographic, and the U.S. Government.
Sam’s editorial style is very thought provoking.  
His bold, concepts inspire, inform and greatly 
entertain readers in our ever-changing global  
community.
 Sam currently resides in Sarasota Florida  
with his wife and three children.-

National Public Works Week
May 19-25, 2019

https://www.apwa.net/Store/detail.aspx?id=PSTR19
https://www.apwa.net/Store/detail.aspx?id=PSTR19
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the ones who keep our cities running smoothly.
 Plan on attending the great Spring Conference 
in Oshkosh May 8 to 10. (See article on front 
page). The location will bring an interesting 
opportunity to tour the EAA Museum for the 
get acquainted party on Wednesday evening. 
Hopefully you can come up Wednesday afternoon 
and attend a the tour of the Fox River through 
the City of Oshkosh and see the development. 
 Since our last newsletter there was a Curling 
and Ice Fishing event. See related articles on  
pages 9 and 3, respectively.
 And also plan on attending the Brewers Game 
on April 7—always a great rivalry between the 
Cubs and Brewers.-

President’s Comments (Cont.’d from page1)

time of year when your Public Works and Engineering 
Departments are hiring summer interns. Take a look at 
the resumes of your top candidates to see if any of the 
students you are hiring are eligible to apply for scholar-
ships at the end of the summer. The students must be 
juniors or seniors in standing enrolled full time in an 
accredited bachelor’s degree program or a second year 
student in an accredited associate’s degree program 
and maintain at least a 3.0 average on 4.0 GPA scale. 
The students also must receive a letter of recommenda-
tion/sponsorship from an active APWA member.

PWSA/PWMI (Cont.’d from page 10)

APWA Scholarships:
Registration fee for each one-day public works class is 
$150. APWA Chapter members are eligible for tuition 
reimbursements. 

For more information about reimbursement, visit 
http://wisconsin.apwa.net/PageDetails/7481.  

 The majors include civil or environmental  
engineering, public administration, public works  
management, diesel and heavy equipment man-
agement, mechanics, GIS, or surveying. There are 
scholarships for both bachelor’s and associate degree 
candidates. Applications are due August 16 and for  
the first time we are accepting email applications.
 The application and additional details can be 
found at http://wisconsin.apwa.net/PageDetails/7478.
 Contact Aaron Jahncke with any additional 
questions at aaron.jahncke@portagewi.gov or  
(608) 742-2176 ext. 325.

To learn more or to register online, visit: 

http://epd.wisc.edu/certificate-group/public-works-certificates 

For more information contact: Steve Pudloski,  
(608) 262-8707, email: pudloski@wisc.edu.-.

http://wisconsin.apwa.net/PageDetails/7478
mailto:aaron.jahncke@portagewi.gov
http://wisconsin.apwa.net/PageDetails/7481
http://epd.wisc.edu/certificate-group/public-works-certificates
mailto:pudloski@wisc.edu
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Karen Dettmer, P.E. is the new superintendent 
of the Milwaukee Water Works. She was appoint-
ed by Milwaukee Mayor Tom Barrett in January 
and approved by the City of Milwaukee Common 
Council in February.
 The superintendent oversees all operations of  
the utility and over 300 professionals in the plants, 
distribution, business, engineering, and water  
quality sections. The utility is the largest public 
water utility in Wisconsin and provides safe and 
abundant drinking water to over 860,000 people 
in 16 communities in Milwaukee, Ozaukee, and 
Waukesha Counties. 
 Karen previously served as Public Works 
Coordination Manager for the City of Milwaukee, 
overseeing public works permitting and managing 
public works aspects of special projects. Most nota-
ble among them were the Lakefront Gateway and 
the Milwaukee Bucks Arena Development, now  
home of the Fiserv Forum and an entertainment 
district. In the DPW role, she served as liaison to 
Business Improvement Districts and other city 
departments.
 A licensed Professional Engineer in the State 
of Wisconsin, Karen serves on the Menomonee 
Valley Partners Board, on the Near West Side 
Partners Board, and is a member of the Wisconsin 

Brownfields Study Group. 
 On a historical note, Karen is the 12th superinten-
dent of the Milwaukee water utility since the position 
of superintendent was created in 1912 to take over 
water works activities from the city engineer.-

Karen Dettmer

Save the Date!
2019 Summer Outing Scholarship Fund Raiser | Thursday, July 11 

Evergreen Golf Course | Elkhorn, Wisconsin
By Eric Dundee, Summer Outing Committee

 The 9th Annual Wisconsin Chapter Summer 
Outing is coming up soon! This year’s event  
will be at the Evergreen Golf Course in Elkhorn, 
Wis.  
 (https://www.evergreengolf.com).   
 As a fundraiser, all money raised during  
the event through sponsorships, donations and 

outing games goes to the Wisconsin Chapter 
Scholarship Fund. We welcome golfers of all 
levels and sponsorships of any kind.    
 To sign up early for the event, go to:  
http://wisconsin.apwa.net/EventDetails/16693, 
and if you can’t make it, feel free to go online 
and make a donation.-

Karen Dettmer Named Milwaukee Water Works Superintendent  
By Rosalind Rouse, Marketing Specialist, Milwaukee Water Works

https://www.evergreengolf.com
http://wisconsin.apwa.net/EventDetails/16693
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Now Available! New eLearning Courses at National

In addition to Click, Listen & Learn webinars, APWA 
has expanded its eLearning efforts to include online 
programs delivered through a learning management 
system (LMS). The courses incorporate quizzes and 
include a tool for tracking progress. APWA’s LMS is 
accessed through the “eLearning Portal,” and courses 
within the Portal are purchased via the APWA Store.

APWA has Three Main Types of eLearning 
Programs: 
n Webinars: APWA webinars include our traditional 

Click, Listen & Learn (CLL) presentations as well  
as our new Talking Top Tech (TTT) panel discus-
sions. Both programs are interactive educational 
programs delivered online via WebEx. All of our 
webinar programs are led by top experts in the f 
ield who convey new ideas, new methods, and new 
technologies in a fast-paced 1-2 hour time frame. 

n  APWA eCourses are self-paced, online training 
courses that are delivered and tracked through our 
learning management system (LMS). eCourses are 
typically video and/or slide-based, with simple 
navigation buttons and include a tool for track-
ing progress. APWA’s LMS is accessed through the 
“eLearning” link on the top navigation pane of the 
website. Courses are  purchased via the APWA Store; 
after purchase, learners can access the portal and 
begin using the content. Available eCourses are list-
ed below.

n  The APWA Members’ Library includes record-
ings of past webinars, specific e-books, presenta-
tions from prior years’ conferences (PWX & Snow 
Conference). The library is searchable by topic and 
is available without any extra fees beyond member-
ship dues. There are no limits to how often mem-
bers can access or open the items in the Library. 
No travel. No scheduling hassles. No delays while 
waiting for someone else’s approval. No waiting  
for registration payment to be processed. 

Click, Listen & Learn Webinars
APWA Click, Listen & Learn webinars are  
interactive educational programs led by top experts  

in the field who convey new ideas, new methods,  
and new technologies in a fast-paced one-hour  
time frame. Registration for live programs is free  
for members ($99 for non-members). These programs 
are eligible for .10 CEUs. Upcoming CLLs are listed 
on the APWA Calendar: https://www.apwa.net/
MYAPWA/Events/Event_calendar/MyApwa/
Apwa_Public/Education_and_Events/Calendar.aspx. 
Additional info about CLLs is available on the FAQs 
page: https://www.apwa.net/MyApwa/Apwa_Public/
Education_and_Events/CLL_FAQs.aspx.

Upcoming Sessions:
“Circular City: Creating a Sustainable Circular Plan”
 Learn how cities are striving to become a global 
leader in environmental sustainability, balancing  
economic growth while preserving natural resources. 
To this end, cities are becoming more circular, a new, 
regenerative economic model designed to produce  
zero waste and the potential to generate hundreds  
of jobs and significant revenue. 10-11 a.m. Central  
time | When: April 25, 2019

“Talking Top Tech: Smart Cities Edition”
 Join us for a look at Smart Cities through the  
perspective of different lenses such as Public Works, 
Consultants, Industry, and International.  Leaders in 
each field will participate in a panel discussion and 
answer APWA member questions. 10-11 a.m. Central 
time | When: May 16, 2019

“Small Cell – A Municipal Perspective”
 This program will dive into the key elements of  
small cell legislation and the FCC Order, identify  
areas of concern and discuss recommendations for  
protecting municipal regulatory authority. We  
will also provide guidance on preparations and  
permitting for small cell deployment. 10-11 a.m.  
Central time | When: May 23, 2019

To learn more about classes, continuing  
education credits, and more, visit the APWA  
eLearning portal: https://www.apwa.net/MYAPWA/
Events/APWA_eLearning_Portal/MyApwa/Apwa_ 
Public/Education_and_Events/eLearning_Portal.aspx.-

https://www.apwa.net/MYAPWA/Events/Event_calendar/MyApwa/Apwa_Public/Education_and_Events/Calendar.aspx
https://www.apwa.net/MYAPWA/Events/Event_calendar/MyApwa/Apwa_Public/Education_and_Events/Calendar.aspx
https://www.apwa.net/MYAPWA/Events/Event_calendar/MyApwa/Apwa_Public/Education_and_Events/Calendar.aspx
https://www.apwa.net/MyApwa/Apwa_Public/Education_and_Events/CLL_FAQs.aspx
https://www.apwa.net/MyApwa/Apwa_Public/Education_and_Events/CLL_FAQs.aspx
https://www.apwa.net/MYAPWA/Events/APWA_eLearning_Portal/MyApwa/Apwa_Public/Education_and_Events/eLearning_Portal.aspx
https://www.apwa.net/MYAPWA/Events/APWA_eLearning_Portal/MyApwa/Apwa_Public/Education_and_Events/eLearning_Portal.aspx
https://www.apwa.net/MYAPWA/Events/APWA_eLearning_Portal/MyApwa/Apwa_Public/Education_and_Events/eLearning_Portal.aspx
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The 2019 Snow Conference has it all—from expert-led 
snow and ice education sessions to an exhibit floor full 
of excited vendors who can’t wait to show you the latest 
winter maintenance solutions for your community. 

Education Program
This year’s education schedule is better than ever!  
With over 50 sessions across three days, there’s some-
thing for everyone. There’s the workshop for the  
Winter Maintenance Supervisor Certificate and sessions 
on “Planning for the Right Winter Weather Event,”  
“Best Maintenance Practices for Snow Fleets—Before, 
During, and After the Snow,” “How the 2019 Top 5 
Trending Technologies Can Assist in Maintenance 
Operations,” “The Top 10 Winter Maintenance Issues,” 
“Excellence in Snow and Ice Control Award Winners,” 
“Snow Operations–A Foreman’s Perspective,” and much 
more. For session details, visit https://www.apwa.net/ 
SNOW/Event_Details.aspx.
 Education sessions of at least 50 minutes are  
eligible for Continuing Education Units (CEUs). By 
obtaining CEUs, you demonstrate to your employer 
that you are learning new skills and keeping current 
with changes in the industry. A CEU Request form  
will be placed in each registration bag.

2019 North American Snow Conference
May 19-22, 2019 | Salt Lake City, Utah

Exhibits
As of March 22, there are 162 exhibitors ready to 
share their solutions to winter maintenance issues.  
To view the latest exhibit hall floor plan, visit  
https://s23.a2zinc.net/clients/apwa/snow2019/ 
Public/EventMap.aspx.

Special Event: The Snow Celebration
This year’s Snow Celebration will be held at Squatter’s 
Pub & Brewery, located in downtown Salt Lake City 
and within walking distance of the official Snow 
Conference hotels. Get a taste of Squatter’s classic  
pub favorites and Utah’s most highly-awarded craft 
beers. Squatter’s own Brew Master will be on hand  
for tours of the on-site brewery. 
 The Snow Celebration is included with Full 
Attendee Registrations. Exhibitors and guests can  
purchase tickets for $50 each.

To Register:
 For registration information, visit https://snow.
apwa.net/SNOW/Event_Details.aspx.
 Make plans to join your peers and take advantage 
of everything the NASC has to offer.-

https://www.apwa.net/SNOW/Event_Details.aspx
https://www.apwa.net/SNOW/Event_Details.aspx
https://s23.a2zinc.net/clients/apwa/snow2019/Public/EventMap.aspx
https://s23.a2zinc.net/clients/apwa/snow2019/Public/EventMap.aspx
https://snow.apwa.net/SNOW/Event_Details.aspx
https://snow.apwa.net/SNOW/Event_Details.aspx
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2019 CALENDAR
  
April 7 Young Professionals  Miller Park
 Brewers Game Event Milwaukee, WI

May 8-10 Spring Conference BW Premier Waterfront Hotel Bob Givens 

  Oshkosh

May 19-22 North American Snow Salt Lake City, UT National APWA

 Conference

May 19-25 National Public Works Week

July 11 Summer Fundraising Evergreen  Golf Course Eric Dundee  

 Outing Elkhorn, WI

July 20 Fifth Annual Boys & GIrls Madison, WI 

 Club Ride

Sept. 8-11 APWA PWX Seattle, WA

Sept. 10 Chapter Dinner at PWX Seattle, WA Scott Brandmeier

Sept. TBD 30th Annual Snow Plow Lambeau Field Nathan Wachtendonk 

 Roadeo

October 3 SE Wisconsin 6th Annual Greenfield, WI 

 Outdoor Public Works/Parks/ 

 Building & Grounds Expo

Nov. 6-8 Fall Conference Three Bears Resort Jim Hessling 

  Warrens

Please refer to the http://wisconsin.apwa.net website for more detailed program and registration information.
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