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Outstanding Undergraduates Receive
APWA Scholarships

Photos by Randy Herwig, MSA Professional Services

By Holly Powell, Chair, Education & Scholarship Committee

From left to right: Richard Berning (APWA Director Region V), Holly Powell
(Education and Scholarship Chair), Samuel Bortz, Charles Bocklet, Heather
Halvorsen, Jim Hessling (APWA WI President).

T

his year’s six APWA Wisconsin
Chapter scholarship recipients
came from universities around
the state, including UW-Madison,
Steven’s Point, Platteville and
MSOE.
The scholarship program was
created as a way to promote the
public works profession in the universities. Since 2006, the Wisconsin
Chapter has awarded 60 scholarships to undergraduate students
pursuing a bachelor’s degree in a
public works-related field. The
recipients will receive a $1,000
scholarship along with a one-year

Charles Bocklet
✑Page 4 (Scholarship Recipients)

By Scott Solverson
Don’t blink!
There is a song
I like sung by
Kenny Chesney
titled “Don’t
Blink.” The song’s
storyline is that a TV reporter
is interviewing a man on his
102nd birthday, and the
reporter asks him the secret of
life. The old man answers: “All
I can say is—don’t blink. Life
goes faster than you think—
so don’t blink!”
This philosophy truly
applies to life with the APWAWisconsin Chapter in 2017.
Seems like just yesterday we
were hosting an exciting Spring
Conference in Madison, followed by a fun summer outing
in July. We turned around twice
and were at the Fall Conference
in Wausau. Now it’s December
and the year is just days from
ending, Wow! It did go by in
a blink.
The Chapter accomplished
some remarkable things in 2017,
due in no small part to the excellent leadership supplied us by our
2017 President, Jim Hessling. I
want to personally thank Jim for
everything he has done for us,
both as Chapter President last
✑Page 15 (President’s Comments)
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Remember the University of Lawsonomy?

F

in the Midwest and on the West Coast.
When Lawson died in 1954, his
movement dwindled. But for decades
the land in Racine County was held
in trust by the Lawsonomy group.
Why is this empty land relevant?
Because it’s part of the rural setting for
Foxconn. My question is: What will
it take to make Foxconn a success and
not just a boondoggle with nothing to
show but fleeting passion? Lawsonomy
peaked with more than six million
followers, but it couldn’t even build
a lasting monument to its founder.
What’s the plan for Foxconn to
succeed? In August 2017, Mt. Pleasant
had fewer than 2,000 manufacturing
jobs. So finding skilled labor for Foxconn is essential. And new jobs bring
increased demands on area roads, infrastructure, public safety, housing, schools,
and services. How can public works help
Foxconn fit into the community?
There’s more to development
than winning one factory. So what’s
the next step?.✍

or years, I saw a billboard
announcing “The University
of Lawsonomy” sitting in a large,
empty field just east of I-94 in
Racine County. The site hardly fit the
image of a campus. Only a few outbuildings and a residence were barely
visible from the road.
The university planned never
developed. It was brainchild of Alfred
Lawson, an aviator, economist, philosopher, baseball player—best known
as a forerunner of modern aviation.
He published the first aeronautic magazine in 1908 and in 1919 built an airliner capable of seating 18 people.
But Lawson was also an eccentric
who promoted Lawsonomy, which
combined religion and economics
based on “natural law.” He believed
man must understand God’s laws, build
true character through unselfish acts,
and thereby gain knowledge of God.
Inactive creatures won’t survive without
this discipline. In the 1930’s his philosophy attracted thousands of followers
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APWA member and classroom mentor Brad Reents along with Ms. Vind of Edison Middle School in Janesville stand
beside a Future Cities model city being readied for competition.

APWA Members Involved with Future Cities
By James Hessling, Past President, Wisconsin Chapter; Assistant Director of Public Works, Village of McFarland

D

of the future. Participants are judged and scored on
id you know that several members of
several topics such as designing a virtual city with
Wisconsin APWA are involved in some
SimCity software, writing an essay, building a city
fashion with the Future Cities Competition?
from scratch using “recycled materials,” and giving a
There are judges, coordinators, mentors, and
presentation about their
award sponsors.
“Future City activities help
city and its features.
Future City competiWinners at the state level
tion challenges students
students better understand the practical
go on to the National
to design a city of the
applications of mathematial and
competition to compete
future and have fun
scientific principles and apply them
against their peers from
doing it. The program was
across the United States.
designed to promote techto a city of the future.”
All in all, these kids
nological literacy among
put a lot of time and talent into their cities. Hopefully,
sixth-, seventh- and eighth-grade students, while
some of these young individuals will be our next
nurturing an interest in math, science, and
public works leaders of the future.
engineering through a hands-on approach.
Wisconsin APWA is a proud sponsor of Future
Future City activities help students better
Cities.✍
understand the practical applications of mathematical
and scientific principles and apply them to a city
3
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Scholarship Recipients (Cont.’d from page 1)
membership in APWA.
Samuel Bortz is from Portage, Wis. He is
Charles Bocklet is all the way from Point
a senior in Geography with an emphasis in
Lookout, New York. He is a senior civil and enviGeographic Information Science and Cartography
ronmental engineering major at UW-Madison.
at UW-Steven’s Point. In high school, Samuel was
In high school, Charles was the senior class vice
a division 2 baseball champion and all conference
president and a member of the US Sailing’s team
pitcher. Samuel was a part-time employee at the
USA. In college, he coCity of Portage in the
founded the EnvironParks and Recreation
mental Engineering club
Division, helping with
and acts as the social chair.
various maintenance tasks
Charles continues his
and most importantly
passion for sailing as the
improving safety for the
practice captain and
citizens at large. Samuel is
recruitment chair for the
sponsored by Aaron
Wisconsin Sailing Team at
Jahnke, Director of Public
the UW. He is sponsored by
Works for the City of
Gary Blazek, department
Portage. With a major in
manager at Vierbicher
geography, Samuel looks
Associates. Charles was a
forward to the computer
full-time co-op at Vierskills he will gain to help
bicher working on plan
public works problem
sets for municipal projects,
solve. Samuel’s parents
permitting, and stormwater
Lisa and Kevin were in
Samuel Bortz’s parents Lisa and Kevin.
projects. He will be graduattendance at the banquet.
ating in May 2018.
Nicholas Kallmyer is
Grant Tullar is from Janesville, Wis. and is a
from Wauwatosa, Wis. He is a junior Environmental
junior Environmental Engineering student at UWand Water Resources Engineering student at MSOE.
Platteville. He has an impressive GPA of 3.87 out of
In college, he is a member of the Central States
4.0. During high school, Grant was a member of
Environment Association design competition team.
the National Honor Society, the National Spanish
His team won the design competition this year and
Honor Society, and was
has been asked to assist
valedictorian of his gradthe Global Water
“Every year the scholarship recipients
uating class. He stays
Brigades (NGO) in Costa
have even more impressive accomplishinvolved in the commuRica to build a wastenity by volunteering
water treatment facility.
ments and hobbies. We are fortunate to
with Meals on Wheels.
Nicholas volunteers with
be in the midst of students with expertise his son’s Cub Scout
Grant was an intern in
the summer of 2016 for
troop and is a member
in sailing, foreign language skills, and
the Janesville Wastewater
of the MSOE Veteran’s
trumpeter swan-banding experience.”
Treatment plant. His job
organization to help supduties included monitorport veterans on campus
ing wastewater treatment processes and general
and in the Milwaukee area. Nicolas is sponsored by
maintenance. In 2017, he interned with the City
Scott Brandmeier from the Village of Fox Point. He
of Janesville Engineering department to assist
worked as an engineering intern for the inspection
engineers and technicians with various public
of stormwater pipes in the village. Scott says
works projects. Grant enjoys the UW-Platteville
Nicolas had experience beyond the public works
for the added chemistry and biology in his degree.
realm, having served 10 years in the military, which
Grant is sponsored by Paul Woodard, DPW for the
has been valuable. Nicohlas was in the Air Force for
City of Janesville, and Mike Payne, City Engineer
many years and hopes to continue serving his comfor the City of Janesville.
munity and nation as a Public Works Engineer.
✑Page 6 (Scholarship Recipients)
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Wisconsin Rapids Students Raise Awareness
About Snowplow Safety
By Joseph M. Terry, P.E., Director of Public Works, City of Wisconsin Rapids

S

ome of our local Wisconsin Rapids school
students created some great art on our loader
plows. Our public works superintendent, Paul
Vollert, coordinated the project, Tom’s Paint, a local

paint shop, donated the paint, and Mayor Vruwink
gave support for the project. The project was done to
raise awareness about snow plow safety, recognize our
snow plow operator staff, and to have some fun.✍

Final Comments from the 2017 Chapter President
By James Hessling, Past President
With 2017 behind us, I would like to
take this opportunity to say to all of
you, thanks for making my past year as
your Chapter president a fun and fulfilled one. I have truly enjoyed the year
and it went by very fast. Many great
happenings and accomplishments took
place last year. I could not have done it without your
help.
To those of you who have volunteered your time
and talents, along with our Chapter Sponsors, to sup5

port our objectives and mission, I give you my sincere
appreciation for a job well done. The Chapter had a
very successful year.
Without your support, the Chapter wouldn’t be as
great as it is. Thank you for allowing me to be your
president.
I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate the incoming Executive Committee and to Scott
Solverson, the Chapter’s new President for 2018. To
both of you, please accept my very best wishes for a
fun and successful year.✍
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Scholarship Recipients (Cont.’d from page 4)
Heather Halvorsen is from New Richmond, Wis.
Cody Zahm is from Oconto, Wis. and is a
She is a 5th-year senior in civil engineering at UWJunior Civil Engineering student focusing on
Madison. Early on in her academic career, she
construction management at the University of
switched from chemical engineering to civil engineerWisconsin-Madison. In high school, Cody was a
ing after taking an environmental engineering class.
three-sport athlete, National Honor Society member
Heather is active with Engineers Without Borders and
and was on the all-conference math team. His hobactively
bies include hunting and
participates in the
fishing. Cody enjoys volunAmerican Society of Civil
teering as a youth baseball
Engineers group. In high
grounds team and youth
school, Heather was the
baseball scoreboard runner.
varsity tennis captain and
Cody’s sponsor is Scott
participates in the UW
Thoreson, the DPW for
cycling club. Some of her
the City of De Pere. Cody
volunteer activities
was a summer aide in the
include service trips,
Engineering Division at
trumpeter swan banding
De Pere working as an
project and Habitat for
inspector for street conHumanity. Heather was
struction projects from
in a co-op at Vierbicher
utility relays, street paveAssociates completing
ment to sidewalk repair.
stormwater inspections
Cody hopes to be a
for the City of Madison.
project planner or DPW
Other duties included
for a municipality.
Heather Halvorsen’s parents Ruth and Harvey.
maintenance certification,
Thank you to the
preparing civil 3D plans, and project cost estimation.
scholarship winners and sponsor for supporting
Heather chose a career in civil engineering for the
the next generation of Public Works leaders. Every
variability and to create solutions for people to live
year the scholarship recipients have even more
and interact with their environment safely and enjoyimpressive accomplishments and hobbies. We are
ably. Heather’s sponsor is Gary Blazek, department
fortunate to be in the midst of students with
manager at Vierbicher Associates. Heather’s parents
expertise in sailing, foreign language skills and
Harvey and Ruth were present at the banquet.
trumpeter swan-banding experience.✍

Tuition Reimbursement 101
By Holly Powell, Chair, Education & Scholarship Committee

T

he APWA Chapter membership comes with
many great benefits, including tuition
reimbursements. As an APWA member,
you are eligible for a 50% reimbursement
up to $400 per course, and non-members could
receive a 25% reimbursement up to $150 per
course.
The UW-Madison Public Works Supervisory

Academy and Public Works Management
Institute offers courses for preapproved students
(https://epd.wisc.edu/certificate-group/publicworks-certificates/), while any other courses would
require a preapproval. Utilize your membership for
up to five courses per year as a member.
Learn more at http://wisconsin.apwa.net/
PageDetails/7478
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STH 42 Project in the Village of Sister Bay Wins Gold Award
in ACPA’s 28th Annual National Awards for Excellence in
Concrete Pavements
By Kevin McMullen, President, Wisconsin Concrete Pavement Association

T

who completed outstanding projects.
The award ceremony was held on Nov. 30,
2017 at the 54th Annual Meeting of the ACPA in
San Diego, Cal. The Award recipients are as follows:

he American Concrete Pavement Association
(ACPA) has recognized the reconstruction of
STH 42 in the Village of Sister Bay, Wis. as the
Gold Award winning project for the category
of Municipal Streets and Intersections (<30,000 SY) in
its 28th Annual National Awards for Excellence in
Concrete Pavements.
The awards program encourages high-quality
workmanship in concrete pavement projects, and
serves as a way to share information about challenging and highly successful projects. Projects are evaluated and voted on by judges from across the country
and represent various stakeholder groups in the
transportation-construction community. The program
recognizes contractors, engineers, and project owners

Municipal Streets & Intersections (<30,000 SY) –
Gold Award
Project:
Contractor:
Owner:
Owner:
Engineer:

STH 42, Village of Sister Bay, Door
County, Wisconsin
Vinton Construction Company
Wisconsin Department of
Transportation, NE Region
Village of Sister Bay
REI Engineering, Inc.
✑Page 10 (Concrete Pavement)
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The newly constructed West Wing of the KI Convention Center is the headquarters for the Spring Conference,
located adjacent to the Fox River and in the heart of downtown Green Bay.

Spring to Titletown, USA!
May 2–4, 2018 • KI Convention Center • 333 Main Street • Green Bay, Wisconsin
By Emma Browne, Civil Engineer, City of Green Bay
The 2018 APWA Wisconsin
Chapter Spring Conference will
be held May 2-4, 2018 at the
KI Convention Center in downtown Green Bay. The conference
is being co-hosted by the City of
Green Bay Department of Public
Works, led by Steven Grenier,
Director of Public Works, and the City of De Pere
Public Works Department, led by Scott Thoresen,
Public Works Director.

Conference Program

New events for Wednesday will include Lambeau Field Tours
and Meet & Greet at 1919 Kitchen & Tap.

The conference program follows the standard spring
conference format, with a Wednesday golf outing
(weather permitting), an evening Get Acquainted
Party, conference sessions and an evening banquet
with entertainment on Thursday, and conference
sessions Friday morning followed by lunch and door
prizes. New to the program will be Lambeau Field
Tours and a Young Professional Meet & Greet at
1919 Kitchen & Tap on Wednesday before the Get
Acquainted Party (transportation will be provided
to/from Lambeau events).

Wednesday events will include the traditional golf outing
at Thornberry Creek at Oneida.

✑Page 9 (Spring Conference)
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First Annual Ice Fishing Outing
Friday, February 16, 2018 • Sturgeon Bay, Door County, Wisconsin
Join us
for the First
Annual
APWA Ice
Fishing
Outing in
Door
County, Wis. on Friday, Feb. 16.
We will be fishing with the Guides of Wacky
Walleye Guide Service http://www.wackywalleye.com
out of Sand Bay Beach Resort in Sturgeon Bay for
white fish on the Bay of Green Bay. The trip will be
fully guided and includes heated ice houses, transportation on ATVs from Sand Bay Resort to the fishing grounds, bait, tackle, poles, and electronics. Light
lunch, snacks and beverages will be provided.
The outing will last 5 hours and will leave Sand
Bay Resort at 8:30 a.m. and will return at 1:30 p.m.
A valid Wisconsin fishing license and warm
clothes are required.
The cost is $90 per person payable on the Chapter
webpage. To register, visit http://wisconsin.apwa.net/
EventDetails/13632
Space is limited so sign up early!
Overnight Lodging is available at Sand Bay Beach
Resort http://sandbaybeach.com.
For more information, contact: Nathan
Wachtendonk, Fleet Manager, City of Green Bay,
(920) 492-3751; email nathanwa@greenbaywi.gov.
Spring Conference (Cont.’d from page 8)

Get Acquainted
Meet your old friends and make new ones at the
Wednesday evening Get Acquainted Party. This year’s
event will be conveniently held within the Hyatt
Regency Atrium attached to the KI Convention
Center. Heavy hors d’oeuvres will be provided.

Lodging Information
Reserve your room at the Hyatt Regency,
attached to the KI Convention Center, online at:
https://greenbay.regency.hyatt.com

Networking after the Thursday night banquet will continue
with Beer Tasting at Titletown Brewery, located just across the
river from KI Convention Center (transportation provided).

Golf
Golf at Thornberry Creek at Oneida kicks off with a
shotgun start; the golf format (scramble or stroke

✑Page 15 (Spring Conference)
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Concrete Pavement (Cont.’d from page 7)
team and made timely decisions, and a construction
engineering staff who understood and lived the
intricacies and demands of this urban reconstruction.
The project focused on safety enhancements, protection of the environment,
minimizing future maintenance needs,
and minimizing the disturbance to the
local economy and tourism industry.
Simply put, this project defined what
teamwork is all about. A true partnership
was forged by WisDOT, the Village of Sister
Bay, REI Engineering, Vinton Construction, and the business community to
deliver a high-quality concrete paving
project. Through this synergy, several
achievements were made that helped both
the project and the community achieve a
successful project with the least intrusive
effort possible, completing two lanes of
concrete paving an amazing 163 days
ahead of schedule.
Every aspect of the project from
conception to completion was carefully thought out,
well executed, and a huge success. The Village of
Sister Bay has a revitalized corridor that will service
the community for many years to come, thanks to
the commitment of all parties involved in delivering
a quality concrete pavement project with beautiful
roadway aesthetics and amenities.✍

Winding through the northern half of Door
County along the shores of the Bay of Green Bay, the
WIS 42 corridor is, for the most part, a two-lane high-

way connecting many heavy tourism-oriented communities. It serves as both a “travel-through” roadway as
well as a “main street” to these communities where
both functionality and aesthetics are equally important.
Many of the businesses along the project make their
living in only a few months of the year and therefore
great consideration was given to balancing that with
the need to complete roadway work.
In order to accommodate the local
business community and the corresponding
heavy tourist and seasonal populations,
construction was split into eight separate
stages, the first of which began in July 2015.
Public outreach was a priority to keep
the local village and town officials and businesses informed of the progress, including
weekly updates and public informational
meetings as well as day-to-day communication with the local business owners.
The entire project team was top-notch
from WisDOT’s excellent design, planning
and coordination with Village staff and
local businesses, 18 different contractors
who were extremely attentive to their
work and sensitive to the local businesses,
a Village Administrator who listened to
and worked closely with the construction
10
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From left to right: Mark Pansier, Town of Ledgeview; Jeff Daane, City of Waupun; Eric Pedersen, Village of Big Bend;
John Cole, City of Tomahawk; Jim Hessling, President, Wisconsin Chapter-APWA; Kirk Ruetten, Town of Winneconne;
Andrew Tenor, Town of Ledgeview; Troy Kehoe, City of Columbus.

Seven Wisconsin Public Works Leaders Complete the APWA
Public Works Management Institute
By Steve Pudloski, Program Director, Dept. of Engineering, Professional Development, UW-Madison

S

even public works professionals completed
the Wisconsin Public Works Management
Institute certificate program on Dec. 6 at the
Public Works Capstone course.
Jim Hessling, President of the Wisconsin Chapter,
presented the APWA national certificate to John Cole,
Director of Public Works, City of Tomahawk; Jeff
Daane, Director of Public Works, City of Waupun;
Troy Kehoe, crew member, City of Columbus; Mark
Pansier, Director of Public Works, Town of Ledgeview;
Eric Pedersen, Superintendent of Public Works,
Village of Big Bend; Kirk Ruetten, Director of Public
Works, Town of Winneconne; and Andrew Tenor,
Crew Member, Town of Ledgeview.
The graduates also received a certificate from the
University of Wisconsin-Madison, since the program
is offered by UW-Madison in cooperation with the
Wisconsin Chapter-APWA. The national certificate is
awarded in recognition that the Wisconsin certificate
program meets APWA national requirements. The
capstone course included a half-day course on understanding and managing conflict, a discussion and
11

evaluation of the certificate program and its value,
and the award of the certificates.
The Public Works Management Institute requires
graduates to complete 90 hours of course work on
topics that are essential for success as a public works
supervisor, manager, and team member. Some of
these topics include understanding local government
structures and processes, the roles of elected leaders
and staff, ethics and standards, public management
functions and approaches, organizing and managing
public works functions, supervising staff, importance
of planning and control, and communicating
effectively.
The Capstone class included a discussion of
what the graduates found beneficial in the program.
Mentioned were the opportunity to network with
others in the profession, having instructors who have
real-world experience in public works management
and operations, having a chance to reflect upon
their own leadership styles, and the eye-opening
experience of delving into the complexity of local
government public works.✍
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2018 Wisconsin APWA Chapter Sponsorship Program
By Eric Dundee, P.E., Director of Wastewater Operations, Madison Metropolitan Sewerage District

T

he Wisconsin APWA Chapter’s sponsorship
program is a key funding source for the
Chapter and its activities. Thanks to all of the
current and future sponsors, the Wisconsin
Chapter will continue to excel in providing excellent
educational and network opportunities in 2018.
The generosity of the firms and individuals who

contribute their time, talent and financial support
make the Wisconsin Chapter one of the strongest
in APWA.
The 2018 Chapter sponsorship program offers
options for ala carte event sponsorship or an annual
Chapter sponsorship to support all of the Chapter’s
ongoing activities. See options below.✍

Item or Activity

Cost

Acknowledgment or Recognition

Annual Chapter Sponsor

$900/year

All the benefits of conference sponsorship,
plus acknowledgment in an annual membership mailing, website exposure for the entire
year and use of the website employment
section for position postings.

Conference Sponsorship
(Spring Conference, Fall
Conference)

$400/event

Poster display at the conference as an event
sponsor, conference program, website
acknowledgment for up to two months after
the conference.

Roadeo Sponsor

$300

Poster display at the conference as an
event sponsor; conference program, website
acknowledgement for up to two months
after the Roadeo.

Summer Outing Sponsor
(Event sponsorship and/or
hole sponsorship)

$200/event
and/or
$100/hole

Event sponsor: Recognition at the event
(sponsor boards, cart flyer) along with
recognition on the event web page. Summer
event sponsor also includes one-hole
sponsorship.
Hole sponsor: Recognition at the event
(sponsor boards, cart flyer, hole sign) along
with recognition on the event web page.
Two-hole sponsorships maximum per entry.

Chapter Dinner at
APWA Congress

Specific to event

Recognition at Chapter Dinner event.

Although this program is designed in accordance with current IRS regulations for charitable contributions, sponsors are advised to
confirm the taxable status of their contribution. The Chapter will not recognize contributions in the newsletter and does not offer
newsletter advertising.

✑Page 16 (Chapter Sponsorships)
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Public Works Classes Offered
by UW-Madison
By Steve Pudloski, Program Director, UW-Madison, Engineering Professional Development

T

hese nine public works supervision and management classes
will provide you and your
organization an opportunity to:
■ Build a more effective management team
■ Enhance supervision skills and
management practices
■ Prepare staff to grow and take on
new responsibilities
These classes lead to two public
works certificates offered in cooperation with the Wisconsin Chapter of
APWA: the Public Works Supervisory
Academy (PWSA) certificate, composed of nine, one-day classes (54 class
hours in total) and the Public Works
Management Institute (PWMI) certificate, composed of 15 classes (90 class
hours in total), including the nine
courses in PWSA, plus an additional
36 class hours in five courses that
focus on more advanced managementoriented courses.
The PWMI certificate is recognized
by National APWA as meeting certain
requirements for Leadership Excellence
in Public Works. For more information,
visit http://wisconsin.apwa.net/
PageDetails/7480
Classes are generally offered
every other Wednesday in either
Madison or Fond du Lac. You may
enroll in individual classes without
enrolling in the Academy or Institute.
Academy and Institute classes may
be taken in any order. No academic
experience is required to participate
in either program. Every class is
offered at least once each year.

Basic Management for Public
Works Supervisors
February 21, 2018
Location: UW-Fond du Lac
Instructor: Steve Pudloski

Learn the basic management tasks and
common service delivery methods in
public works. Review common work
planning systems and how to better
plan your own time. (PWSA)

Equipment Use and Workplace
Safety
March 7, 2018
Location: Madison
Instructor: Nicole O’Connor
Examine the supervisor’s role in
meeting safety compliance requirements, investigating and solving
safety issues, and building a safetyconscious organization. (PWSA)

Labor and Employee Relations
March 21, 2018
Location: UW-Fond du Lac
Instructor: Kristin Gebhardt
Review the legal basis for public sector
labor relations with a focus on Act 10.
Examine the elements of a labor contract and its administration, including
grievance, negotiation, employee
development, and discipline. (PWMI)

Municipal Engineering
Fundamentals for
Non-Engineers
April 3-4, 2018
Location: Madison Concourse
Hotel
Instructors: David Barber & Ben
Jordan
During this two-day Engineering
Professional Development course,
learn the concepts and methods used
by public works engineers to design,
construct, operate, and maintain
municipal infrastructure. (PWMI)

Improving Communication
Skills
April 11, 2018
Location: UW-Fond du Lac
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Instructor: Al Guyant
Learn how to identify communication
issues and their impact; how to conduct effective meetings; and write
basic business memos, work orders,
email messages, and reports. (PWSA)

Citizen/Customer Service
April 25, 2018
Location: Madison
Instructor: Jeffrey L. Russell
Learn how to listen and respond in
order to provide better customer
service and reduce unrealistic expectations. Learn effective ways to lead
angry citizens away from confrontation toward cooperation. (PWSA)

Budgeting for Public Works
May 9, 2018
Location: UW-Fond du Lac
Instructor: Michael Daun
Learn to prepare and analyze an
operating budget and explore several
alternatives budget formats and their
respective strengths and weaknesses.
Review capital fund budgeting, including asset leasing and purchasing pools.
(PWMI)

Fundamentals of Public Works
Operations
May 16 and May 25, 2018
Location: Madison
Instructors: Carl Weber & Steve
Pudloski
Focus on managing the range of
services in a public works department,
including current operational issues.
The course textbook is the APWA blue
book Public Works Administration,
included in the registration fee.
(PWMI)
✑Page 15 (PWSA/PWMI)
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A snowplow on the obstacle course at the National Snow Plow Roadeo in Loveland, Col. The competition was even
more challenging because of the wet conditions.

2017 APWA Western Snow and Ice Conference and
National Snow Plow Roadeo
By Nathan Wachtendock, Fleet Manager, City of Green Bay

A

cloudy, rain-soaked day greeted 53 teams
from across the country to compete in the
2017 National Snow Plow Roadeo in
Loveland, Col. and bragging rights to be
known as the best snow plow drivers in the nation.
The Wisconsin Chapter was represented by the
top two drivers from the Wisconsin Roadeo, Darrin
Olsen from the City of Green Bay and Rick Gillis
from Waukesha County. They competed as a team in
the single-axle course. Holly Powell from the City of
Fitchburg was also present. She assisted with judging.
Our drivers were up against seasoned National
Roadeo drivers and first-time drivers to the event.
They placed ninth and did an outstanding job at
representing the state of Wisconsin.
The National Roadeo consists of five driving
obstacle courses, single and tandem plow trucks,
motor grader, front-end loader and skid steer, and was

part of the 37th APWA Western Snow and Ice
Conference. The conference is a three-day event that
includes snow and ice training, mechanic training,
breakout sessions, keynote speakers and over 90 vendors displaying the latest and greatest equipment and
technology.
This year’s conference was attended by over 1,500
public works professionals from around the country
and Canada, all coming together to compete and
network about how to battle snow and ice.
Special thanks to the Wisconsin Chapter for
sponsoring the two drivers and judge, and also to the
City of Green Bay, Waukesha County, and the City of
Fitchburg for allowing the drivers and judge to attend
the event.
More information on the APWA Western Snow
and Ice Conference and National Snow Plow Roadeo
can be found at: http://westernsnowandice.com.✍
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President’s Comments (Cont.’d from page 1)
year, but also for the many years he has been actively
involved in the WI Chapter. He leaves big shoes to
fill—and all I can say is I will try by best to live up to
the example he has set for all Chapter presidents to
come.
2018 will go by just as fast as 2017 did. Good
times are like that. We will look forward to another
great Chapter Spring Conference May 2-4 in Green
Bay, National Public Works May 20-26, a fun summer outing July 19, PWX August 26-29 in Kansas
City, Mis. (I bet there will be some good BBQ in
store for attendees ), another Snow Plow Roadeo in
September in Green Bay, and we will finish the year
strong with a great Fall Conference Oct. 31–Nov. 2
in Sturgeon Bay. Don’t Blink—2018 will fly by

before you know it.
I truly look forward to another great APWAWisconsin year in 2018. It is a tremendous honor
to serve this year as your Chapter President. This
is a great Chapter, as evidenced by the unbroken
streak of National PACE awards the Wisconsin
Chapter has received. And that is totally due to
you—the wonderful members who make the
Chapter great.
Thanks to all of you who are serving on
Chapter committees, getting involved by attending
our events, and thanks to all our members who
serve the public as Public Works professionals day
in and day out. You all create the quality of life we
enjoy here in Wisconsin every day.✍

PWSA/PWMI Classes (Cont.’d from page 13)

Management Assessment
June 6, 2018
Location: Pyle Center
Instructor: Robbi Dreifuerst
Learn how your own style compares
with other managers’ and your agency
goals. Discover strategies to build on your
identified strengths and addresss limita-

tions. Register by May 30 to complete a
self-assessment before class. (PWSA)

APWA Scholarships:
Registration fee for each one-day public works class is $150. APWA Chapter
members are eligible for tuition reimbursements. For more information
about reimbursement, visit http://

Spring Conference (Cont.’d from page 9)
play) will be determined the day of the event,
depending on the number of participants. $80 per
person includes 18 holes of golf, a cart, and lunch
and prizes to follow in the clubhouse. RSVP by
April 13.

Spouse/Guest Program
On Thursday, spouses and guests will be transported
to experience shopping on their own in both the
City of Green Bay’s Historic Downtown and the City
of De Pere’s Downtown, each starting with a visit to
well-known candy stores (Beerntsen’s Candies and
Seroogy’s).
For additional information about the conference,
please visit the Wisconsin APWA website.

Questions?
Contact Emma Browne at (920) 448-3103 or email
emmabr@greenbaywi.gov.✍
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wisconsin.apwa.net/PageDetails/7478
To learn more or to register
online, visit:
http://epd.wisc.edu/certificate/publicworks-management-institute/
For more information contact: Steve
Pudloski, (608) 262-8707, email:
pudloski@wisc.edu.✍.
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Chapter Sponsorships (Cont.’d from page 12)
To be a 2018 sponsor, please go to the Chapter
website at http://wisconsin.apwa.net and click on the
Sponsors link under the “About Us” headline section.
You can also contact Lee Igl, Wisconsin Chapter
APWA treasurer, at ligl@cityofsunprairie.com.
In addition to these sponsorship opportunities,
the Chapter sells exhibit space at the Spring Conference and Roadeo events separately. The 2018
Spring Conference in Green Bay will feature indoor

exhibit space with varying booth sizes for small
equipment and services (priority given to Chapter
and Event sponsors). For more information,
contact the conference Host, Emma Browne,
at emmabr@greenbaywi.gov.
The Wisconsin Chapter APWA Executive
Committee greatly appreciates your support and
looks forward to your participation in all of our
2018 activities.✍

Thank You Again to Our 2017 Annual Sponsors
OMNNI Associates
HNTB
R.A. Smith National, Inc.
Bruce Municipal Equipment
Angus Young Associates
GRAEF
Short Elliot Hendrickson (SEH)
Strand Associates, Inc.
TAPCP
Lakeside International
Focus on Energy

Wisconsin Concrete Pavement Association
R.N.O.W., Inc.
Ruekert & Mielke, Inc.
MSA Professional Services
AECOM
Vierbicher Associates, Inc.
Sealmaster (Victoria, Inc.)
Visu-Sewer, Inc.
Utility Mapping Services (UMS)
Transmart
Wisconsin Concrete Pipe Association

2018 CALENDAR
2018
February
16

1st Annual Wisconsin Chapter Ice Fishing Outing

Sturgeon Bay, WI

2-4

Spring Conference

Green Bay, WI

Emma Browne

6-9

North American Snow Conference

Indianapolis, IN

20-26

National Public Works Week

May

August
26-29

2018 PWX

Kansas City, MO

Fall Conference

Sturgeon Bay, WI

November
10/31-11/2

Please refer to the http://wisconsin.apwa.net website for more detailed program and registration information.

